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       ITINERARY FAM TRIP

NOVEMBER 19-22 
DAY 1 – Wednesday November 19

Arrival at International Airport of El Salvador (Comalapa) 

Transfer to San Salvador

Check In at Hotel

City Tour

Tour of Puerta del Diablo, Panchimalco y Planes de Renderos

· Planes de Renderos is a zone privileged by a climate of 20°C on average, it has abundant vegetation and altitude of 1,000 meters above sea level, and is known for “pupuserias” which amount to about 60, the main source of local employment. 

· Puerta del Diablo are two gigantic rocks which through the years have taken the shape of a monumental entrance way which contemplates a its feet a beautiful abysm in which the picturesque town of Panchimalco, Ilopango Lake, San Vicente Volcano and the Pacific Ocean can be observed. 

Local Dish Dinner (Pupusas)

Transfer to Hotel 

DAY 2 – Thursday November 20

Transfer to the Route of Flowers

An enchanting trip from Sonsonate to Ahuachapán including 5 stops, Nahuizalco, Salcoatitán, Juayua, Apaneca and Ataco, all know for their incomparable natural beauty, cultural traditions, and a variety of architecture, food and crafts. This is an excellent area in which to engage in outdoor activities such as rappelling and canopy. Churches still keep their colonial period charm. 

Arrival at Nahuizalco

· A town with many indigenous traditions where natural fibers such as whicker, tulle, wood and cotton are worked into crafts. Visit in crafts stores, the markets and the Crafts Development Center. 

Stop in Salcoatitán

· Its name in náhuatl language means “City of Quetzalcoatl”, God of wind and dawn star.  A small coffee-growing town with a colonial church located in front of a picturesque central park.  If you are around on Sunday, do not miss the Sunday Food Festival where a variety of local dishes can be sampled. Also, ride the locomotive around the park, church and through main streets for a view of the town. 

Arrival at Juayúa 

· “River of Purple Orchids”, Juayúa has fine weather, a wealth of stories and legends, natural beauty as well as a famous weekend Food Fair set up in front of the church. At the church you will be able to see the faithful worship of the Black Christ.

Walk through Chorros de La Calera

· Water falls found in Juayúa. 

Lunch 

Transfer to Ataco

· Founded by Pipil tribes, it is 5 km from Apaneca. Main economic activity is coffee farming, textile production on handlooms and manufacturing religious images. 

Return to San Salvador

Dinner

Transfer to Hotel

DAY 3 – Friday November 21

Breakfast at Hotel 

Transfer to Volcanoes Complex National Park

· Made up by: Izalco Volcano, Santa Ana Volcano and Cerro Verde. It is an excellent destination for a cool climate and beautiful view ideal for hiking and outdoors lovers. The park has three entrances available to tourists: The Sector Cerro Verde, San Blas and Los Andes. Throughout the routes, several viewpoints are scattered, including "El Mirador Pacifico" where you can admire the majesty of the volcanoes of Izalco and Santa Ana and Lake Coatepeque as a whole. Also, from some viewpoints, visitors can see in the distance the towns of Juayúa, Nahuizalco and Acajutla with its beautiful port; other attractions are the guided and self-guided trails, orchid greenhouse, and coffee shops. 
· Located some 15 km northeast of the city of Sonsonate, the Izalco Volcano is adjacent to the Cerro Verde and Santa Ana Volcano, being part of the area named Volcano Complex. It is considered one of the youngest volcanoes in the world with an elevation of 1910 meters. An Indian named Comarcano used to call it "Infiernillo de los españoles" which means “Spaniards’ little hell”(1633). It can be considered that the volcano of Izalco was "born" in the year 1770 and remained active almost continuously until February 1957, 
· The Santa Ana volcano is the highest in the Pacific volcanic chain with 2,356 meters and also the one with the highest volume. Its summit contains four recognizable craters. The oldest crater has a depth of 289 meters. It is known as "Plan of holes". A majestic volcano that can be seen from the viewpoints of the Cerro Verde Park.
Walk through viewpoints to appreciate Izalco Volcano, Santa Ana Volcano and Cerro Verde and Lake Coatepeque

Lunch in Lake Coatepeque

· Considered among the 10 most beautiful lakes in the world. Its water temperature is very pleasant, perfect to practice diving, sailing, kayaking, swimming, water skiing, boating, etc. In its surroundings you can practice bird watching, hiking and mountain biking. On your way to the lake, you can make a stop in one of several viewpoints that offer spectacular views or lunch in one of the restaurants nearby. It has two small peninsulas called "Los anteojos" and the islands "del cerro" or "Teopan", where the Mayans had a temple and a monolith representative of the goddess Ixqueye. The lake is located on the slopes of the Santa Ana volcano, becoming an example of closed basin, although it is believed that there is an underground river that connects it with the Rio Agua Caliente. Lake Coatepeque is a volcanic lake, situated 18km south of the city of Santa Ana.

Transfer to Ciudad de Chalchuapa

· 79 km from San Salvador, Chalchuapa is the largest archeological area in the country, including the sites Tazumal, Casa Blanca, Trapiche, Pampe and Las Victorias. 

· Casa Blanca’s first settlements date from 1500 B.C. Museums hold 4 carved stones that are over a meter high. There is also an indigo-dying workshop where visitors can create their own stamped piece. 
· Tazumal: First noted in 1892, formally registered in 1940. Human settlement of Tazumal began in 1200 B.C. Within the over 24 meter high structure, tombs where found containing over 116 vessels, jade jewelry, ball-game artifacts and lizard shaped ceramics.
· Colonial Church of Santiago Apóstol: Its baroque style construction dates back to the XVLLL century and it is unknown who built it.

Return to San Salvador

Arrival at San Salvador

Dinner

Transfer to Hotel

DAY 4 – Saturday November 22

Departure from San Salvador

Transfer to International Airport of El Salvador (Comalapa) 
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